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SENSATIONAL 
APPLE YIELDS 
Is this an Australian 
Record ? 
BY 
J. S. BLOOMFIELD, 
SENIOR PACKING INSTRUCTOR «™i»l'~ f, e 7 l e l d e d ° v e r 30 packed cases of Granny 
Smiths annually for five successive years. Its best yield 
was 37.34 cases in 1953 
M E S S R S . A. J PREECE & SONS of Keysbrook, are the proud owners of an apple 
OR orchard which has maintained some amazing production figures for many years 
r e c o r d ^ d In "95°/ wh™ T ^ " ^ I T ™ *"*• " " " 2 6 4 cases l e T s X n the recora yield in 195J, when the trees were 17 years old. 
The orchard was planted 21 years ago 
with trees from New South Wales. Fifty 
of the trees are of the Yates variety and 
the balance are Granny Smiths. They 
were planted 23ft. apart on what was 
formerly a peat swamp and has drains in 
each land. 
The orchard is not irrigated but the 
soil remains damp all the year round and 
the tall lightly-pruned trees provide shade 
for most of the ground surface. The many 
heavily-burdened leaders require about 20 
props per tree to support them, so tha t 
prior to picking, each row appears as a 
forest of props. 
Throughout this article, the term "cases" 
refers to packed one-bushel dump cases 
of marketable fruit of "Fancy" or "Good" 
grades. There is no doubt as to the 
authenticity of the figures which are 
vouched for by officers of the Horticultural 
Division of the Department of Agriculture 
who visit the orchard frequently. 
OUTSTANDING YIELDS 
Since 1951, the 347 trees have yielded a 
grand total of 33,368 cases, the annual 
yields being as follows:— 
Cases. 
1951 5,127 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
Total 
4,409 
5,873 
4,691 
3,967 
3,692 
5,609 
33,368 
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Pig. 2.—A forest of props— 
about 20 per tree—support 
the heavily-burdened branches 
as picking time approaches. 
The 50 Yates trees yielded an average of 
1,000 cases a year or 20 cases per tree for 
the four seasons, 1953 to 1956, inclusive. 
In the current season, the Yates failed 
to reach that figure, but the yield from 
the Granny Smiths would be similar to 
that of the record season (1953) when the 
average for the whole orchard was just 
under 17 cases per tree. 
The highest yielding tree in the orchard 
—a Granny Smith on the end of a row— 
gave over 30 cases a year in five successive 
years, 1953 to 1957, including yields of 
37.34 cases in 1953 and 36 cases in 1957. 
THE CURRENT SEASON 
This year, picking was commenced on 
March 10, to relieve over-laden branches. 
Most of the fruit was 2^in. with 2iin. and 
2fin. in about equal proportions. 
When the main picking commenced on 
March 24, the sizes were 2iin. to 2Jin. 
with a few 3in. fruits. 
A month later, when completing the 
picking, more than half the fruit was in 
the 2|in. to 3in. range—an excellent 
illustration of the development of the 
fruit and the advantages of picking to size. 
fc 
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CONSERVE 
ALL YOU 
CAN IN A LYSAGHT 
HEAVY GAUGE /G^d^Oco^Wfe ~fat£ 
MATERIAL: Heavy Gauge 5 / 5 " corrugated galvanized sheets, pre-drilled 
and curved. Waterproof jointing material: Bolts, nuts, washers and tools. 
Outlet f i t t ing, drilled and threaded to suit every pipe size up to 6" 
Bolted construction facilitates replacement of sheets without dismantling. 
USES: 
Lysaght Tanks are designed to be erected on con-
crete bases (provided by the purchaser). Details of 
recommended bases, using the cement penetrant 
method of construction, are available on request. 
Special materials for cement penetrated concrete 
base are available as optional extras. Cement sand 
and aggregate are provided by the purchaser. 
Overflow unit available 
at slight extra cost 
PRICES 
F.O.R. NEWCASTLE 
Nominal Capacity Diameter 
25,000 gallons 23ft. lOin. 
50,000 gallons 33ft. 5in. 
75,000 gallons 40ft. 7in. 
100,000 gallons 45ft. 9in. 
Prices c.i.f. capital cities 
10,000-Gallon Water Tanks (ta 
10,000-GALLON WATI-R TANK 
14ft. 4in. dia., 10ft. 7in. high 
Basic unit. £135 
Water conservation 
Irrigation head tank 
Industrial water storage 
Swimming pools 
Town water supply 
Fire fighting 
Height Weight 
I Oft. 4in. I j tons 
I Oft. 4in. 2{ tons 
10ft. 4in. 2S tons 
I Oft. 4in. 3J tons 
available on applied on 
II or squat) are available also 
PRICES EX FREr/'NTLE STORE 
I'ft. lin. dia., 6ft. 5in. high 
Basic unit. £102 
Price 
£329 
£460 
£577 
£656 
wmv unit, 1.1 .-.-i Basic unil 
DISTRIBUTED IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA BY:— 
Dalgety & C o . Ltd., Perth 
Elder Smith & Co . Ltd., Perth 
Goldsbrough, Mort & Co . Ltd., Perth 
Katanning Stock & Trading Co. Ltd., 
Katanning 
Write for further information to: 
Harris, Scarfe & Sandovers Ltd , Perth 
McLean Bros. & Rigg Ltd., Perth 
R. A . Reilly & Co., Narrogin 
Westralian Farmers' Co-operative Ltd.. 
Perth 
JOHN LYSAGHT (AUSTRALIA) PTY. LTD.-FREMANTLE or 
LYSAGHT'S WORKS PTY. LIMITED, NEWCASTLE WORKS N S W 
I 7 Y W ' " • * ' • " • LC13X  
mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W fA." when writin. 
There's MONEY 
in every bag! 
When you buy 
APEX 
Fertilisers and Mashes 
from 
WA. PRODUCE CO. 
113 Oxford St., 6 Gt. Northern Hwy., 347 Charles St., 
Leederville Midland Junction North Perth 
W3354 W1680 UJ1215 BJ2175 
Please mention the "Journal of Agriculture of W.A.," when writing to advertisers 
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